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Bird Checklist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Breeding Evidence (BE) codes 
Use the highest applicable code 
Observed X Seen but no evidence of breeding 

Possible H 
Seen or heard singing in nesting habitat 
during breeding period 

Probable P Pair seen in nesting habitat 

 T 
Territorial nesting behaviour in nesting 
habitat for >1 week 

 C Courtship between male and female 
 V Visiting possible nest site 
Confirmed NB Nest building 
 DD Distraction display 
 UN Used nest or egg shells found 
 FL Recently fledged or downy young 
 ON Occupied nest 
 CF Adult carrying food or fecal sac 
 NE Nest with eggs 
 NY Nest with young 

 
Checklist Summary                          
How did you conduct your count? 
 Casual / incidental             Stationary / point 
 Transect/hike (____ km)  Area search (_____km2) 
 
How inclusive was your count? 
 Complete including all birds seen or heard 
 Incomplete – limited to just a few species or notable 
observations  
 
What is your birdwatching skill level? 
The ability of the observer / group to ID birds was: 
 Fair   Good   Expert  
(<75% identified) (75-95% identified) (>95% identified) 
 
What kind of habitat were you in? 
Check all that apply & circle dominant type. 
 Forest   Spruce bog  Conifer scrub 
 Bog or fen  Marsh   Shrub thicket 
 River   Lake   Shoreline 
 Wet tundra  Dry tundra  Rock barren 
 Alpine   Estuary   Tidal mudflat  

 Tidal marsh   Seacoast  Marine  
 Coastal island  Sea ice   Developed 
Other: ________________________________ 
 
What was the weather like during this count? 
Wind:  Calm  Breezy  Windy 
Sky:  Sunny  Cloudy  Fog 
Precip.:  None  Drizzle  Rain  Snow  
 
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Date (dd/mm/yy): ___________________________ 
 
Location:__________________________________ 
 
Easting: _____________ Northing: _____________ 
 
Datum for Coordinates: ______________________ 

(UTM NAD1983 preferred) 
 
Please return a copy to:  
Resource Conservation Supervisor Torngat Mountains 
National Park  
P.O. Box 471 
Nain, NL   A0P 1L0 
Canada 
 

Torngat Mountains National Park 
 
This checklist has been prepared based on the best 
available information on the status and distribution of 
birds in Torngat Mountains National Park of Canada. 
However the remoteness of this landscape means that 
much remains to be learned about bird populations in 
the area. Consequently we hope that you use this form 
to keep a personal record of any birds you see during 
your visit, and also ask that you return a copy to the park 
so that we can use your observations to help us better 
understand the park ecosystem and monitor its 
ecological integrity.  With this in mind we ask that you 
please follow the instructions provided on the following 
page. Also, please complete the checklist summary on 
the reverse, as information on the locations, habitats, 
and environmental conditions that apply to your 
observations will help maximize the knowledge we can 
derive from your completed checklist. Enjoy your  visit!   
(updated October 2011) 
 

Kutsitak / White-crowned Sparrow 
 

Aqiggik / Barrener / Rock Ptarmigan 
 



Instructions: Record numbers of adult (independent) birds in the 
“Count” column. If dependent fledglings are observed report them 
in the Column “BE/Status/Notes.” Do not provide qualitative verbal 
counts (“lots”, “many”…), instead report the estimated minimum 
number observed. In the column “BE/Status/Notes” report any 
evidence of local breeding using the codes provided on the 
reverse. Species not listed can be added in the blank rows at the 
end. 
Best available information was used to summarize the status of 
each species using the following codes: C = Common (likely to be 
found daily in appropriate habitat/season), U = Uncommon 
(present annually in low numbers), X = Rare (not likely to be found 
annually), B = Breeder, M = Migrant, R = Resident year-round, V = 
Vagrant or transient seasonal visitor, ? = Some uncertainty 

Species Count BE/Status/Notes 
Red-throated loon  UB 
Common loon  CB 
Northern fulmar  CM 
Greater shearwater  XV 
Sooty shearwater  XV 
Manx shearwater  XV 
Northern gannet  XV 
Great Blue Heron  XV 
Canada goose  CB 
Snow goose  XM 
Brant  XM? 
Green-winged teal  XM 
American black duck  CM 
Mallard  UM 
Gadwall  XV 
Northern pintail  UB 
Greater scaup  UBUM 
Common eider  CBUM 
King eider  UM 
Harlequin duck  CB 
Long-tailed duck   UB 
Black scoter  UM 
White-winged scoter  CM 
Surf scoter  CM 
Common goldeneye  UM 
Barrow’s goldeneye  UMUB 
Red-breasted merganser  CB 
Common merganser  XB? 
Northern goshawk  XM 
Rough-legged hawk  CB 

Species Count BE/Status/Notes 
Golden eagle  UB 
Bald eagle  XV 
Merlin  XM 
Gyrfalcon  UB 
Peregrine falcon  UB 
Willow ptarmigan  CR 
Rock ptarmigan  CRM 
Sandhill crane  XV 
Wilson’s (common) snipe  XV? 
Spotted sandpiper  UB 
Ruddy turnstone  M? 
Sanderling  XM 
Semipalmated sandpiper  UB 
Least sandpiper  CB 
White-rumped sandpiper  CM 
Baird’s sandpiper  UM? 
Purple sandpiper  CM 
Pectoral sandpiper  UM 
Dunlin  M? 
Greater yellowlegs  XV 
Red-necked phalarope  CB 
Red phalarope  CM(B?) 
American golden plover  CM 
Black-bellied plover  UM 
Semipalmated plover  CB 
Lesser black-backed gull  UB? 
Great black-backed gull  CB 
Glaucous gull  CB 
Iceland gull  CM 
Herring gull  UB 
Ring-billed gull  XV 
Ivory gull  UM 
Black-legged kittiwake  CB 
Sabine’s gull  XM 
Arctic tern  UB 
Pomarine jaeger  UM 
Parasitic jaeger  UB 
Long-tailed jaeger  UM 
Dovekie  CM 
Thick-billed murre  UBCM 
Common murre  UV 
Razorbill  UM 
Black guillemot  CB 

Species Count BE/Status/Notes 
Atlantic puffin  XM 
Mourning dove  XV 
Snowy owl  UB 
Short-eared owl  UB 
Common raven  CB 
Northern shrike  UB 
Gray-cheeked thrush  UB? 
American robin  UB 
Northern wheatear  CB 
Horned lark  CB 
American pipit  CB 
Yellow-rumped warbler  XV 
Blackpoll warbler  UB 
Wilson’s warbler  UB? 
Palm Warbler  XV 
White-winged crossbill  XV 
Hoary redpoll  UM(B?) 
Common redpoll  CB 
Lapland longspur  CB 
Snow bunting  CB 
Fox sparrow  UB 
Lincoln’s sparrow  XV 
White-crowned sparrow  CB 
Savannah sparrow  CB 
American tree sparrow  UB 
Dark-eyed junco  XVB? 

   

   

   

   

 
Comments: _______________________ 

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 


